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ARGUND THE WORLD IN 80 GIHLE &

KErakow, Poland

THIS EASTERN EUROPEAN GEM IS
ALL IT'S KRACKED UP TO BE

I WHAT COMES to mind when you think of Poland is pierogi and a dreary post-com-
munist landscape dotted with old ladies in babushkas, vou'll be tickled pink by Krakow.
As the royal capital of Poland for 500 years, this delightful city is a sea of Gothic, Renais-
sance, and Art Nouveau architecture. More importantly, Krakow was one of the few
towns in the region not decimated by Germany’s World War IT invasion, so its gorgeous
buildings are intact, Cobblestone streets, unique boutiques, hip bars, and a growing art
scene make Krakow more fun than a barrel of malpa (monkeys).

The best way to explore Krakow is to start in the city center, aka Old Town or Stare
Miasto. For breakfast, fill up with a traditional Polish breakfast of meat, cheese, and
bread at Cafe Magia (Plac Mariacki 3). Polish it off with one of their famous flavored
hot chocolates.

Once yvour belly is full, make your way to the Cloth Hall, otherwise known as Suki-
ennice (Rynek Glowny 1/3). A stellar example of Renaigsance architecture, it used to
gserve as atrading hub for silk, leather, and other exotic goodies. Today, it's home to sou-
venir stalls and a superb collection of 19th-century Poligh art; head to the rooftop cafe
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for a bird's-eye view of the

town sguare.

Should you still want to
Hlex your spending muscles,
skedaddle over to Lulu Living (Tomasz
17, a chic-vet-quirky store and cafe.
Home goods from emerging Polish design-
ers sit alongside finds from China, France,
Moroceo, and Sweden. If you're peckish,
vigit a traditional Polish milk bar, like the
nearby Pod Temida (Grodzka 43). These
spots, which sprouted up to feed workers
at the end of the 19th centulry, serve a va-
riety of milk-based goodies, as well as tra-
ditional cuisine such as fried pork chops,
pierogi, pancakes, and cabbage.

Stroll past St. Mary’s Basilica (Plac
Mariacld 5), the architectural inspira-
tion for many a Catholic cathedral in the
U.S., and head for Ciueiu (Golebia 3), the
smallest candy factory in the world. (Or so
the owner says.) What really muakes e

nyarnient
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